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WHAT IS MY FAITH ? 



What is your Faith? 

That God is my Creator and the 
Creator of all things in heaven and 
earth; that Christ Jesus, the Son of 
God, is my Redeemer; and that the 
Holy Spirit, " which proceedeth from 
the Father," is my light and guide 
through this world. 

I also believe that the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments are 
the revealed will of God. 

What do you understand by 
God being your Creator P 

That as Adam was created " of 
the dust of the ground," so God has 
given me a body which will return 
unto the dust; but I also believe that 
He has given me, as unto Adam, 
the breath of life, and that it is 
eternal. 

What do you understand by 
Christ being your Redeemer ? 

That " as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive " (1 Cor. 
xv, 22). 

I believe that Christ Jesus is God, 
and that He was made flesh, accord- 
ing to ancient prophecy : " Behold a 



Gen. ii, 7 

Gen. iii. 19; Eccl. xii, 7; 
1 Cor. xv, 60 

Gen. il f 7 ; 1 Cor. xv f 44 

Daniel xii, 3; Matt, xxv, 
46 ; Rev. xiv, 11 



Col. iii, 4 
1 Cor. i, 30 

John i, 1, also x, 30 
John i, 14 
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virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel" 
(God with us) . Isaiah vii, 14. 

That this same Jesus — " The lamb 
of God" — died for me, bearing my 
sins on the cross; that he rose from 
the grave the third day, and that He 
ascended np into heaven, ' and now 
sitteth at the right hand of God, to 
make intercession for all who look to 
Him, and who pray to the Father in 
His name. 

I con fees that I have earned the 
"wages of sin," which " is death," but 
believe that through faith in the 
blood of Christ, the debt of sin is 
paid, and the victory over death is 
won. 

What do you understand by 
the Holy Spirit being your 
light and guide through this 
world ? 

Jesus said to His disciples, "As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world " (John ix, 5) ; and when 
about to depart from them, "It is 
expedient for you that I go away, for, 
if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you" (John xvi, 7) ; and in 
the same discourse, " The Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, He shall 
teaoh you all things" (John xiv, 26). 

I believe that this Holy Spirit is 
that "light of life" which Christ 
promised to all who follow Him ; that 



Matt, i, 21 

John 1,29; iii, 14, 15 
Rev. vii, 13, 14 
1 Cor, xv, 4 
Luke xxiv, 51 

Rom. viii, 34 

John xiv, 13 ; 1 Tim. ii, 5, 6 

1 Tim. i, 15 

Rom. vi, 23 

Eph. i, 7 ; 1 Peter i, 18, 19 

Gal. iii, 13 

1 Cor. vi, 20 

1 Cor. xv, 57 



John i, 9 



John vii, 39 

John xiv, 16, 17 

1 Cor. xii, 7 to 13 

1 John ii, 27 

John xv, 26 ; xvi, 13, 14 
Luke xii, 12 

John viii, 12 
Rom. viii, 26, 27 
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He quickens those who are spiritually 
dead, and sanctifies the heart in which 
He dwells. 

I also believe ihat if mine eye 
be evil (or double-sighted) the light 
that is in me will become darkness 
(Matt, vi, 23), but that if mine eye be 
single, my whole body will be full of 
light (22), and that as long as I dwell 
in this light I shall be dead to sin, and 
my life be "hid with Christ in God" 
(Col. iii, 3)- On the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, see pages 9 to 12. 

What do you understand 
by the scriptures being the 
revealed will of G-od ? 

4 * That no prophecy of the scriptures 
is of any private interpretation. For 
the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man ; but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost" (2 Peter i, 20, 21). Christ told 
the Jews that they were to " search 
the scriptures," and adds, " they are 
they which testify of me" (John v, 39, 
also 45, 47). 

In the reading of the scriptures I 
believe it is necessary to pray for the 
light of the Holy Spirit to enlighten 
my understanding, so that I may be 
made "wise uuto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus." 



Eph. ii, 1 

1 Peter, i, 2; 1 Cor. vi, 11 

1 Cor. iii, 16, 17 

Matt, vi, 24 

1 John ii, 9 
John xii, 35 

2 Cor. iv, 6 

1 John i, v 
Eph. v, 8, 9 

2 Cor. v, 7 ; John xiv, 17 



2 Samuel xxiii, 2 



Gen. iii, 15; Job xix, 23, 
25 ; Isa. liii, 1 to end ; 
Micah v, 2, &c., &c. 



John xvii, 17 

2 Tim. iii, 14 to 17 

Psalm cxix, 105 
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When Jesus was eating the 
last passover with His dis- 
ciples, " He took bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and 
gave unto them, saying, " This 
is my body which is given for 
you: this do in remembrance 
of me. Likewise also the cup 
after supper, saying, This cup 
is the new testament in my 
blood, which is shed for you" 
(Luke xxii, 19, 20). 

Why do you not fulfil this 
command to the disciples by 
eating material bread, and 
drinking material wine, as 
most other christians do P 

Because I understand the " body " 
and the "blood" here spoken of to 
have a spiritual signification, and 
that "holy communion" with God 
throngh the merits of the Redeemer's 
sacrifice,* mnst be entirely a spiritual 
act of the soul (see Bom. xiv, 17). 

St. John tells us (chap, xiii) that 
when supper was ended, Christ "took 
a towel and girded himself" (4), and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and 
to wipe them with the towel where- 
with he was girded (5) , and concludes : 
" If 1 then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet, ye also ought to 



Luke xxii, 8, &c 

Neither Matthew, Mark, 
nor John allude to this com- 
mand; Matthew and John 
being the only witnesses 
present at the last supper 
who record what took place. 

It is hardly likely that 
they would have omitted 
such a command in their 
gospels if they had under- 
stood it to mean the insti- 
tution of a Christian rite? 

Their silence seems 
almost conclusive on this 
point. 

The following is from a 
chapter "On Ceremonies" 
in the Common Prayer 
Book: 

"Christ's Gospel is not 
a ceremonial Law (as much 
of Moses' law was), but 
it is a Religion to serve 
Qod, not in bondage of the 
figure or shadow, but in 
the freedom of the Spirit." 



"Why dost thou pre- 
pare thy teeth and thy 
stomach? Believe, and 
thou hast eaten. To be- 
lieve on Him is to eat the 
living bread. He eats 
who believes on Him."— 
Augustine, Tract 25 and 
26, on John vi. 

Cyprian says — "The 
eating of Christ is our 
abiding in him." — Mean- 
der's Hist., vol. 1. 
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wash one another's feet. For I have 
given yon an example, that ye should 
do as I have done to you" (14, 15). 
This command, " to wash one another's 
feet " is positive and definite ; but 
christians do not consider it necessary 
to accept it in the outward sense, be- 
cause they acknowledge its far deeper 
signification, as teaching them the 
lesson of true humility. 

S? also with the command, "do this 
in remembrance of me," we are invited 
to paxtake of a far more glorious 
privilege than any outward rite, by 
accepting Christ's propitiatory sacrifice 
as cur abiding faith. 

The spiritual signification of this 
"holy communion" is fully explained 
by Christ in another place (John vi) : 
M I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven" (51). "Except 
ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and 
drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you" (53). Our natural senses show 
us that this eating and drinking of 
His flesh and blood must be a spiritual 
exercise of the soul ; and it has the 
glorious promise added, " He that 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood 
dwelleth in me and I in him" (56). 
" This is that bread which came down 
from heaven ; not as your fathers did 
eat manna, and are dead : he that 



Matt, xi, 20 



Rom. ii, 20 



Phil, ii, 3 to 8 



2 Cor. iii, 6 
Heb. x, 19 to 22 
Rom. viii, 9 to 11 

Matt, xviii, 20 



Matt, v, 



John xv, 5, 6 



1 Cor. v, 7, 8 
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Christ has commanded me, " Swear 

* 

not at all," " bat let your communica- 
tions be yea, yea, and nay, nay, for 
whatsoever is more than these cometh 
of evil." I believe, therefore, that 
judicial as well as all other oaths are 
contrary to this command, and lessen 
the value of simple troth. 



Christ has commanded me to " love 
my enemies;" I believe, therefore, 
that war is contrary to this command. 

He further commands me, " resist 
not evil," and the Apostle Paul also 
enjoins me not to " avenge " myself, 
but to " overcome evil with good." 



Christ says, " I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me." 

I believe, therefore, that there is 
no necessity for any earthly priest, 
because " He is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them" (Heb. vii, 25). 



In Christ's conversation with the 
woman of Samaria (John iv) He tells 
her, "God is a spirit; and they that 
worship him must worship (him) in 
spirit and in truth" (24), and that 
" whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst" (14); 



Matt, v, 33 to 37 



James v, 12 



Compare the laws given 
by Moses, Numbers xxx, 2 ; 
Deut. xxiii, 21 to 23; and 
referred to by Christ, Matt, 
v, 33, with verse 34. 



Matt, v, 43 to 45 
James iv, 1, 2 
1 Peter ii, 21, 22 
Matt, v, 39 



Bom. xii, 19 to 21 

John xiv, 6 
John x, 9 

Heb. vii, 16 and 28 

Heb. iv, 14, 15 
Heb. viii, 1, 2 



Rev. xxii, 17 
Isaiah lv, 1 to 3 
See verse 10 
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and the Apostle Paul tells us that 
"where the spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty " (2 Cor. iii, 17) ; and 
in another place, " God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father (Gal. iv, 6). 

I believe, therefore, that the "true 
worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth ; for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him ,, (John 
iv, 23) . I believe, also, that such will 
seek "fellowship one with another," 
and that all who follow Christ and 
belong to the Church "which is His 
body " of" which He is " the head," 
" are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sac- 
rifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ." 

1 desire to examine myself as before 
God, who knoweth the secrets of the 
heart, and to ask in faith for the 
doctrines of His grace to be made 
manifest in my soul ; and if 1 fail to 
realise them fully now, through the 
infirmity of the flesh, that I may be 
enabled to bear with patience the yoke 
of Christ, and know His strength to be 
made perfect in weakness ; not laying 
for myself any other foundation of 
faith or of works than that already 
laid — which is the only sure founda- 
tion—" Christ Jesus, and him crucified." 



Gal. v, 1 and 18 



Gal. iv, 3 to 7 



Phil, iii, 3 

1 John i, 7 
Heb. x, 25 
John viii, 12 
Eph. i, 23 
Eph. iv, 15 
1 Peter ii, 9 
1 Peter iv, 10, 11 
1 Peter ii, 3 to 5 



Job xxxi, 4 to 6 
Rom. i, 17 
John iii, 21 



Rom. vii, 21 to 25 

1 John v, 3 to 5 

2 Cor. xiii, 4 
2 Cor. xii, 9 

1 Cor. iii, 12, 13 

1 Peter ii, 6 

1 Cor. iii, 11, also ii, 2 
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